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Are we inclined, in these days, to place too much stress upon 
the necessity of a knowledge of the times of the Christ, in order 
fairly to understand the work and teachings of the Christ ? So 
some think, and, in consequence, they divorce almost entirely 
these words and teachings from the historical connection in 
which they had their origin. Thus separated an interpretation is 
offered which is at times boldly literal, at times wholly mystical. 
The student does not, in all cases, realize how much is dependent 
upon a settlement of this question. What is to be said ? 



The life of the Christ was both human and divine. His divinity 
is best appreciated and most firmly established by approach- 
ing it through the study of his humanity. This evidently was 
the method of the early disciples. The humanity of Jesus can 
not be adequately understood without a careful consideration of 
his environment. Nor, indeed, can his divinity. That he is 
not a product of his times can be best seen when the influences 
and forces of these times have themselves been carefully meas- 
ured. In the life of Christ is discovered an effect for which no 
sufficient cause can be found in surroundings or natural causes. 
A careful stud)' of the times of the Christ is one of the best refuta- 
tions of naturalism, and one of the strongest evidences for the 
supernatural, as revealed supremely in him. 
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The times of the Christ were truly cosmopolitan. Emphat- 
ically we find in them "the fullness of time." Palestine felt 
extensively the play of Greek and Roman life. The influences 
coming down from the Hebrew past were met by influences 
almost equally potent, which were the product of the Greek past 
and the Roman present. Jesus cast his life, as living grain, into 
soil containing these mingled elements. No one can clearly 
understand the birth and early days of Christianity, the method 
of its development, and the character of its more mature life, with- 
out seeing this mingling — and sometimes antagonism — of living 
forces. Jewish customs and Greek spirit, together with Roman 
law, were prime factors in producing the age of the Christ. The 
study of this period becomes a vauable study of the revelation of 
the divine purpose in history. 



The period between the Old and New Testament has been 
greatly neglected in popular religious instruction. The literature, 
outside of the Old Testament apocryphal books, produced by the 
Jews during this period, both in Aramaic and in Greek, was 
extensive, and its contents are most valuable as representing the 
tendencies of the times. The disciples of Jesus were under the 
influence of potent religious ideas, which are mirrored forth in this 
literature in remarkable fashion. Only by contrast with these 
existing thoughts can the ideas which came forth from the mind 
of the Christ, and were implanted by him in the thinking of his 
followers, be clearly seen and appreciated. His education of 
these men consisted in the removal of bias and prejudice and 
lower views, through the entering in of the more universal, the 
higher and the spiritual. Thus were they untrammeled of their 
Jewish past and of the narrowness of their legal present by the 
sharing of the mind of the Christ. The literature of the New 
Testament is the revelation of this mind of Jesus as received, 
reflected upon, and held forth by these disciples. The New 
Testament writings are therefore best interpreted by him who is 
well acquainted with the times of the Christ, as disclosed in their 
religious ideas and tendencies. 
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The relation of the Christ to world tendencies and forces was 
much more intimate than that of his Jewish contemporaries, not 
perhaps so much in detail as in essence and spirit. In no sense, 
it must be insisted, were his ideas an eclectic product from the 
teachers of the past. Yet with these, in their greatest moments, 
he is always found in closest touch. He who believes that all 
truth is of God is not surprised to find the Divine Man naturally 
showing forth, in his utterances, expressions of truth which stand 
in close relation to the noblest truth which had preceded, while 
far outreaching this truth in clearness, distinctness, and vital 
power. That thought of the times of the Christ which was most 
markedly non-Jewish sheds a bright light, both by comparison 
and by contrast, upon the essential teachings of the New Testa- 
ment. The best of Pagan thought is emphasized in these pages, 
while, at the same time, it is elevated, corrected, and surpassed. 
Christianity, through the living mind of its Master, took up into 
itself all the good of the past, and crowned with the better of 
the present, while it pointed toward the best in the future. The 
study of the times of the Christ is a lesson, well worth the learn- 
ing, of the inclusive, rather than the exclusive, character of the 
religion which he founded 



